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IN MEMORIAM 

DUBRAVKA BEŠIĆ (born Dedić) 

(1963 – 2020) 

 
Dubravka Bešić (born Dedić), conservation adviser in the Natural History Museum of 

Montenegro, has passed away on 25 June 2020, in Podgorica.  
Dubravka was born on 8 April 1963 in Prijedor (Bosnia and Herzegovina). She acquired 

elementary education in Podgorica, where she also completed the high school. As a very 
successful student, in April 1987, she graduated at the Faculty for Culture Studies in 
Cetinje, Department of conservation and restauration of ceramics, metal, leather, textile, 
paper and stone, and thus achieved the title of graduated conserver – restorer.  Her first 
professional assignment was in the Archaeological collection in Podgorica, since 21 
December 1992, in duration of one year. After almost four years, since April 1, 1997, she 
started working at the Natural History Museum of Montenegro, as a full-time employee 
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on the position of conserver – restorer in the natural materials preparation sector.     In 
almost quarter century of her work engagement, she left an indelible mark in the 
development of the institution. Dubravka was diligent, above all committed to her 
avocation and work duties. She was scrupulous, responsible and precise.  The best 
testimony of her competence and quality of work is the fact that there were almost no 
museum activity realized without her involvement in appropriate segment. During over 20 
years of work, she obtained numerous skills and qualifications in the area of conservation, 
preparation and restauration of natural materials (in 2008, she attended the professional 
workshop in Natural History Museum of Skopje, Macedonia). With equal mastery, she 
accomplished the conservation and preparation duties in the preparation atelier. She 
participated the most complex tasks in taxidermy, the construction of models, showcases 
and other exhibition elements, where she expressed her original artistic sentiment.  

 Thanks to her own work and advance, she gained the first professional title of 
conserver-restorer in the Institute for conservation of cultural monuments in Cetinje, in 
1993. Later, in 2009, she was awarded with the title of senior conserver-restorer by the 
same institution.  

Dubravka has approached with unique enthusiasm to the realization of museum 
exhibitions, which were numerous. We emphasize her author’s exhibition “From the sea 
waves to the mountaintops” which was presented in Kotor (2011) and Bijelo Polje (2012). 
Her work biography included two co-authored professional papers in the museum’s journal 
Natura Montenegrina. Through the donation of a herbarium collected in Bjelopavlići by 
her father in law, Mr Ljubomir Bešić, she expressed her feelings towards the museum as 
her “other house”, as she used to say. 

Dubravka’s marriage with Mladen Bešić was blessed with two sons, Nikola and Andrija. 
She was a devoted mother, proud of her successful children and caring husband. Despite 
the illness, she remained that way to the end, which was admired and appreciated by the 
whole staff. 

During the summer 2020, suddenly and unexpectedly, our Ducka left us. Ever since, 
nothing was the same in our museum. Even after learning of the dire nature of her illness, 
she was always among the first to show up at work, always ready to help everyone, whatever 
it may be. We loved and respected her as a person and a colleague. We miss her. Smiling 
and serene, as we remember her and will never forget. 
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